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WHO ARE

 WE   ?
The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre (JPBC) 
located on Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives,          
operates under the umbrella of the Arab         
Anglican Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and 
the Middle East, and under the supervision of 
the Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem in the 
fields of Health, Disability and Inclusive           
Education. 
JPBC implements long-term                           
community-based programs and has always 
maintained a clear vision of providing       
Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Inclusive 
Education through the Child Rehabilitation 
Centre and the Inclusive School. 
The JPBC Child Rehabilitation Centre has a 
track record of quality service, and                     
accordingly obtained the International               
Standard for a Quality Management System 
ISO9001:2008 in 2006, 2009 and 2012. Then 
moved to the Joint Commission International 
Accreditation (JCIA) for Ambulatory Care, 
which is on a three-year cycle and has been 
achieved three times, in 2015, 2018 and 2021. 
Through its Child Rehabilitation Centre, 
JPBC provides treatment and rehabilitation 
for Palestinian children with disabilities from 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem, for 
the age group 0-15. It is a member of the East          
Jerusalem Hospital Network, is the main           
referral Centre for the Palestinian Ministry of 
Health for treatment of Children with                
Disabilities (CwD) and acts as a National Re-
source Centre for capacity building, clinical 
training, dissemination of knowledge and best 
practices to practitioners and partner                 
organizations.
Our Inclusive School is a unique model of 
inclusive education serving children with        
disabilities from Jerusalem from Kindergar-
ten up to 12th grade.



EACH YEAR
WE HAVE:

»

»

»

»

»

»

Treated hundreds of children in our Child   Rehabilita-
tion Centre.

Integrated children with disabilities into our Inclusive 
School; currently over 1/3 on roll are students with 
disabilities.

Empowered mothers and family members in the treat-
ment of their children. 

Treated children from across the West Bank through 
our Outreach Program.

Trained practitioners in the field of disability in part-
ner centres.

Raised the communities’ awareness at local and 
national levels on the challenges and needs of children 
with disabilities and their families.



Inclusion & Participation

For over 55 years we continue 
to be the Main National Refer-
ral Centre for children with                  
disabilities and core actors in 
the field of Rehabilitation and                
Inclusive Education.

Equality  

We ensure that the rights of       
children with disabilities are 
upheld and their lives valued 
just like everyone. 

Quality
We are accredited with JCIA 
for three times in a row and 
still        continue receiving the 
best grades for providing the 
highest quality of services for 
Palestinian children with dis-
abilities.

Integrity

We adhere to the highest            
standards of professionalism, 
ethics and personal responsi-
bility, worthy of the trust our 
patients place in us.

Best Use of Resources 

JPBC commits to the creative 
and optimal use of its resourc-
es.

Responsiveness
We always dig deep to 
strengthen planning processes 
for timely and meaningful col-
laboration and     networking 
with partners and stakeholders.

VALUES 



ARCHBISHOP OF THE ARAB  ANGLICAN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN JERUSALEM AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST, 

HOSAM NAOUM

GENERAL DIRECTOR OF THE
JERUSALEM PRINCESS BASMA CENTRE,

VIOLETTE MUBARAK
The year 2022 can be 

described as a year of 
achievements, of which we are 

all proud. Our unwavering               
commitment to our values has been the 

compass for our work during the last period. 
Since we provide services as a national Centre in 
Jerusalem, to hundreds of Palestinian children with 
disabilities every year, we focus our attention on 
spreading experience and knowledge to partner centers 
across the West Bank, allowing us to reach all children with 
disabilities to provide the best   services for them and their 
families. Also, and as part of our continuous endeavor to 
expand the scope of services for     children with disabilities, we 
can now announce the completion of the preparation of the new    
audiology unit, through which we will be able to provide audiology 
examination services for children from the beginning of 2023.
 We thank all partners and supporters, and I wish you happy holidays and a 
year full of success and progress .

Greetings and Salaam to our friends and partners            
everywhere. At this blessed Season of Christmas and 
New Year, we reflect on the holy Family and their     
amazing journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem to Egypt 
and then back to their  home. Christmas is a time for 
hope, love and peace; we wish you and all people around 
the world peace and prosperity. One of the most precious 
things given to human life is the gift of family. Our       
mission at Princess Basma this year was to enable more 
families to walk with their children on their journey of 
healing, wellness and wholeness. May the Babe of     
Bethlehem bring you peace and happiness. Merry    
Christmas to you and your loved ones.





Part of the celebration of our     
children at the Rehabilitation 
Centre and the Inclusive School 
Christmas. Merry Christmas and 
Happy new year





GREAT
NEWS 

PRESIDENT BIDEN VISITS THE EAST

JERUSALEM HOSPITALS NETWORK

The American President Joe Biden, visited the East 
Jerusalem Hospital Network (EJHN). The six        
Hospitals’ Chief Executive Officers greeted him.

In his speech, President Biden stressed on the            
importance of the role played by the East  Jerusalem 
Hospitals in providing health care services and     
meeting the patients’ needs.

He prized the impact that great health care has in both 
meeting patients’ medical needs as well as giving 
them the drive to recover. He reflected on the care 
nurses gave his sons after a tragic car accident killed 
his wife and daughter as well as the nine and a half 
hour operation, which saved his own life many years 
ago. On this, he commended the great work of the 
EJHN saying, “These hospitals are the backbone of 
the Palestinian healthcare system.

People turn to you in their moment of need.” He 
added, “I’m honored to be able to see first-hand the 
service and quality of care you provide the                
Palestinian people.”



NEW WEBSITE 
We are delighted to announce the launch of our new      
website at the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre. 

Year after year, we continue to provide the best quality of 
services at every level. We ensure that we move forward at 
each step, and are always in the best interests of our      
children. 
This new website will enable many more people to reach 
us more accessibly. It provides many stories and               
extensive, up-to-date information about our services and 
programs. 
 
Now you can contact us directly for an appointment or ask 
questions through “Contact us” section. Try this new    
website feature!
 
Have you seen our new home page? We have designed it 
for you.
 
Read the exciting article “Mothers for Mothers” about  
supporting mothers and families through our Mother and 
Family Program.
 
Learn more about our activities and partners in the West 
Bank by visiting our Outreach Program page. 
 
Did you know we have not ever stopped our services, even 
during the spread of Covid-19? You can learn more by 
reading about our Virtual Therapy Program, on our       
website. 

 
Visit our new website
with any device you have 
www.basma-centre.org

»

»

»

»

»





 

Increasing the number of children with disabilities reached and assessed in the 
West Bank

This year we received our new Outreach van modified to operate as a small clinic, 
generously donated through the Campbell Family Foundation and this will help us 
to tour wider in the West Bank, visit new and more marginalized areas and build 
new partnerships with a wider number of intermediate-level services.

RECEIVING A NEW VAN 



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
On the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities the                                    
Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre organized a number of activities for children and their 
families. 

On the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre 
organized a number of activities for children in the Child Rehabilitation Centre, in which 
the children and their mothers participated in expressing their ideas and sharing their sto-
ries. In addition, the multidisciplinary team provided  artistic and recreational activities. 

Our Medical Director, Dr.Waddah Malhees, explained; This type of activity is important to 
support the rights of children with disabilities, which will necessarily impact positively on 
the children and their families.” 

He added, “The Basma Centre, as a leading institution in the field of treatment and              
rehabilitation, seeks to enhance the role of the parents as partners in the therapeutic process 
for their children.”



AN UNEXPECTED STORM
MAXIMIZES A FAMILY’S
FULL POWER

Maysa was born healthy with a very independent spirit. Her mother tells us she always 
wanted to prepare her lunch box alone, to choose her own clothes and always wanted 
to help others. This independent character became a double-edged sword for Maysa, 
who was diagnosed with a physical disability. 
Maysa caught a virus, which caused severe paralysis. In one day, her entire life was 
changed; becoming the one who now needed to turn to others for help. She did not 
express her feelings, and whilst her parents could sense what she was feeling, they 
choose not to discuss this with her. 
Moreover, Maysa was not able to continue learning at her school because there were so 
many stairs to navigate and her mother was not able to take and collect her from school. 
Therefore, every day her father had to leave his work in order to support his daughter. 
This led the family to change Maysa’s school to another, which had no stairs at all. This 
school was far away but the family had no closer choices. 
Maysa received all her medicines and ostensibly recovered from the virus.                 
Nevertheless, she was left with a paralysis that turned her life upside down! The         
doctors recommended that she receive physical therapy and predicted that she needed 
6 months to one year to recover. 
Our Medical Director, Dr. Waddah Malhees met Maysa and her mother in the West 
Bank and referred her to the intensive and comprehensive therapeutic program at the 
Basma Centre in Jerusalem. When Maysa arrived at JPBC Child Rehabilitation she was 
not able to walk, and her arms were powerless; she was not able to hold a phone or a 
plastic cup of water in her hand. 
Her mother explained that; “Maysa wasn’t happy with the therapy sessions at the 
beginning,” and at the same time, the mother thought that they were not enough, and 
would not achieve the necessary results any time soon. However, with one                     
admission after another, the mother started to realize the difference and see the         
progress. Since the admissions at the Basma Centre are intensive and                            
comprehensive, “I thought sessions were not enough, but the intensity of having a 
number of sessions every day made a huge difference.” The mother also benefited from 
the Mother and Family Empowerment Program (MFEP); “I was trained in each therapy 
session so that now I can continue providing therapies to my daughter at home or 
during the afternoon while we are still at the Basma Centre”. Maysa’s mother also 
transferred her therapeutic knowledge to the whole family and adapted the ‘Home 
Therapy Plan’ to their regular life.



As mentioned above, the family anticipated a recovery within 6 months to one year. 
However, in reality, this did not happen. This was stressful for the family. It was not 
easy for them because nothing was certain, fearing; “now it may take another year or 
more”.
From day one, the MFEP provides psychosocial support to families at the Centre. This 
has helped this family to overcome the consequences of the delay in Maysa’s recovery 
and has enhanced their experience; “There should be hope, no matter how hard the 
situation is, we can work with it. We are still trying and things are improving               
gradually,” the mother says. She adds, “Maysa started to be happier at the Centre. 
When she sees other children, she knows she is not alone. Also, the team is very 
supportive; there is no way that they would not respond to our calls or our questions.” 
Maysa recently visited our Centre in November. She now walks                                            
independently and is close to a full recovery. Her mother tells us, “all is good, and right 
now; she does her lunch box alone again.” 
Before leaving our Centre, on this occasion, the Mother and her daughter left a special 
letter of thanks to the team to express their delight at Maysa walking again. 
Sometimes, it is the unexpected storms that can change our lives for the better, most of 
the time we imagine that we cannot move forward, but when we are in the                      
battleground, only at this time do we know that we can!



OVERVIEW OF THE LAST FIVE YEARS

THE CHILD REHABILITATION CENTRE 

OUR PROGRAMS

OUTREACH
PROGRAM

Through this program, our multidisciplinary team meets the children in the field at our partner 
centers and clinics in the West Bank. Our medical director provides assessment for them and 
refers them either to our Child Rehabilitation Centre or to other care providers based on the 
need. In addition, our multidisciplinary team provides guidance to the teams at the partner     
centers in order to sustain the service provision.

 Our main three programs are designed to support our 
services, we try through our program to scan and screen 
the environment of our children and to provide our 
services based on the needs. It’s true that each one of our       
programs has its own purpose, however they are designed 
strategically in order to sustain our services and make sure 
that all Palestinian children with disabilities have access 
to comprehensive rehabilitation and inclusive education.

Children who benefited from services at the 
Rehabilitation Centre 

Families enrolled in our Mother and 
Family Empowerment program

Children being assessed and 
referred through the Outreach 

Program

4.1771.2662.782



Our heartfelt thanks go to the Campbell Family Foundation, through the American Friends of 
the Episcopal Diocese of  Jerusalem for their most generous gift, which has meant we have been 
able to buy this brand new outreach van and can now make it fit for purpose.

It is already customized and equipped so that:

*Children with disabilities and their families in the West Bank are given the best chance of 
thriving by receiving timely and quality intervention

*Our medical team can reach isolated communities safely and has the facility to conduct      
medical assessments on board
Given the economic and political challenges of serving in this area, even more profound after 
the pandemic, we celebrate every family reached and offered hope, healing and  transformation. 

New mobile van – wider population and
sustainable services



THE MOTHER AND FAMILY
EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM 

EMPOWERING AND ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS
OF MOTHERS AND THEIR CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES IN THE WEST BANK  

This year we are delighted to have had the opportunity to extend the remit of our pioneering Mother 
and Family Empowerment Program to centers across the West Bank. A staff training program for 
22 staff members in four Community Based    Rehabilitation Centers, Al Aroub, Star Mountain, Al 
Awda, and Silwad, was enabled through our partnership with the Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
and the Family Health International (FHI 360), within the framework of the Civic and Community 
Participation Project with funds from the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

The program entailed training staff in the Mother and Family Empowerment three tiers model, 
which offers families:
- Training in therapeutic exercises and the Home Therapy Plan for their children
- Psychosocial support  
- Education and awareness-raising workshops on disability rights 

All JPBC training usually takes place at local centers. Still, following requests from some center 
managers, as part of this project, the JPBC invited ten staff from Star Mountain and Al Awda       
centers to participate in the training program at their  Jerusalem base to see the work for them-
selves.  

One therapist from Al Awda reported, “The interventions with parents were     amazing, and the 
spirit of the therapists is clear here. They work with love. Little by little, I will change my approach 
to include the parents."



With such positive feedback, the JPBC plans to extend this invitation to more    partner centers 
across the West Bank next year. Meanwhile, the next stage of this current project is to lead  work-
shops for mothers at all four local centers. Within the same project, the JPBC empowers and advo-
cates for the rights of 270 mothers and their children with disabilities in areas of high need in Jeru-
salem and the West Bank. 

These empowerment activities are implemented through an extended Mother and Family              
Empowerment Program. Now mothers receive additional weekly       sessions in three areas to 
enhance their experience at the Basma Centre and accelerate their children's progress.

- Music therapy 
- Awareness raising and education  
- Individual and group psychosocial support 

"Music helps children to focus and to control their involuntary movements. Mothers, along with 
children, make beautiful rhythms to the sound of purposeful educational songs that teach them to 
control involuntary movements, encourage them to overcome challenges, and direct them towards 
better sensory, emotional, and behavioral skills." 

Omar Jaber- Music Therapist 



-"Basically, these sessions enhanced the mothers' knowledge about people with disabilities and 
their rights, as well as motivated them to think practically and seriously in seeking access to these 
rights. Although the sessions carried a lot of pain expressed by mothers, the ability to express freely 
is a healthy and necessary thing for mothers."

Victoria Shukri Warasneh, a trainer and lecturer in the field of health awareness for mothers

-Comprehensive Rehabilitation in itself is a remarkable and vital thing. However, children,            
especially children with disabilities, need a positive social and family environment. Therefore, we 
are working at the Basma Centre to provide complementary services for the Mother and Family 
Empowerment Program. Experience has proven that the support of mothers is reflected                 
wonderfully in their children's lives.

Nuha Abbasi, Phsycosocial Specialist 

-"Ahmad feels more confident after the Music Therapy sessions; he becomes more active in the 
following sessions. He feels that he can do more and more."
Ahmad’s Mother - Nablus



SHE READS, SHE ACTS, SHE INFLUENCES

This year we plan to publish our new booklet, " She Reads, She Acts, She  Influences.”This  booklet 
aims to provide information for mothers and families that will help them to learn about the best 
practices for working with their children. 

It will also provide guidelines on pregnancy and positive parenting. We intend, through this     
booklet, to create awareness about essential precautions to take that might decrease the possibility 
of having a child with a disability. It also encourages mothers and families to seek support and early 
intervention. 

This booklet was designed based on recommendations by mothers within a focus group, who 
advised on topics. They said they needed this information at the beginning of their journey, and it 
was only sometimes available. Therefore, they want to provide better opportunities for other   
mothers. 
This booklet was made        
possible through the            
partnership with the Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) and 
Family Health International 
(FHI 360) within the            
framework of the Civic and 
Community Participation 
Project, with funds from the 
United States Agency for 
International      
Development (USAID).



Training at the Basma Centre is totally 
altered from training in other centers. It is 
distinguished by the team spirit by working 
between physiotherapy,          occupational 
therapy, and speech      therapy. The most 
important thing is cooperation and a com-
fortable atmosphere. They never hide                   
information; they try to help us as much as 
they can. 
I hope that I will meet this staff again. I 
would end with what I believe; This           
organization deserves life.

Riham Mishaal
Birzeit University

CLINICAL TRAINING PROGRAM
Through this program, we aim to bridge the gap between the theoretical 
levels of education into the practical level of  education. Through         
agreements with several Palestinian universities, we provide a special     
program for university students, where they receive support and work 
under the supervision of the multi-disciplinary team.

The experience of training at the Basma Centre 
was unique, and it was sufficient to enrich me on 
the theoretical and practical levels greatly. Since it 
receives different types of disabilities.  Because of 
this I recognized the importance of having com-
prehensive knowledge about the different types of 
therapies. Waking up every day to come to such an 
amazing organization is a great motivation for me, 
and I will be always grateful.

Reem Raba’a
Birzeit University



EXPLORING 
OUR WORK

Within its strategy to raise the capacities of its 
medical and Rehabilitation staff, and to keep 
them updated on the latest technologies in the 
field of rehabilitation and disability, our     
Medical Director Dr. Waddah Malhees             
attended the 76th annual conference that was 
organized by the American Academy for      
Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine 
AACPDM, held in Las Vegas, USA.
 
The conference aims to develop academic and 
medical research related to persons with 
disabilities, in order to ensure that the             
services and support provided to them are 
effective and meaningful, in a way that        
positively affects their lives. 

The Medical Director at JPBC
participates in the 76th annual    

conference of AACPDM

From his side, Dr. Waddah stressed the importance of the participation of JPBC; “It is an                 
effective means of spreading our  message and sharing our vision with the world”. He adds that it 
is important to review the latest treatment and rehabilitation methods, which will necessarily 
reflect on the quality of the services provided at the Centre.
 
Moreover, this participation created a great opportunity to meet with those with international 
expertise in the field of rehabilitation of children with disabilities, and to learn more about              
rehabilitation policies after the pandemic.

In addition to lectures and workshops, JPBC participated in the “LifeShots” competition, which 
expressed the value of life for people with disabilities. 

It is worth mentioning that the AACPDM is an academy with more than 1,200 multidisciplinary 
members from institutions whose work revolves around improving care for people with                
disabilities from childhood, in addition to improving the lives of their families and communities.



The General Director of  JPBC, participates in the 45th
edition of  the IHF World Hospital Congress
is coming back to Dubai

The General Director of the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre ( JPBC), 
Mrs. Violette Mubarak, participated in the 45th edition of the IHF 
World Hospital Congress in Dubai, over three continuous days. The 
congress addressed “Global Learnings, Local Actions:Sustainable 
Healthcare”

Mubarak represented JPBC, by introducing the Mother and Family 
Empowerment Program ( MFEP), and its vital role in sustaining the 
service provision of Virtual Therapy during the spread of COVID-19 
pandemic. Which was supported by important programs that           
guarantee the sustainability of the service provision and make it         
accessible for the beneficiaries.  

On the other hand, Mubarak praised the importance of a congress, 
pointing out that efforts must be in all levels, local, regional and           
international, in order to share expertise and  raise the quality of health 
services provided, while achieving the best interest of the beneficiaries. 

It’s worth mentioning that the Congress is a unique global forum that 
brings together IHF members and leaders of hospitals and health         
services. Through this forum multidisciplinary exchange of           
knowledge, expertise and experiences is facilitated, together with       
dialogue on best practices in leadership, management and service 
delivery.



Visitors and delegations 

From his side, Dr. Waddah stressed the importance of the participation of JPBC; “It is an                 
effective means of spreading our  message and sharing our vision with the world”. He adds that it 
is important to review the latest treatment and rehabilitation methods, which will necessarily 
reflect on the quality of the services provided at the Centre.
 
Moreover, this participation created a great opportunity to meet with those with international 
expertise in the field of rehabilitation of children with disabilities, and to learn more about              
rehabilitation policies after the pandemic.

In addition to lectures and workshops, JPBC participated in the “LifeShots” competition, which 
expressed the value of life for people with disabilities. 

It is worth mentioning that the AACPDM is an academy with more than 1,200 multidisciplinary 
members from institutions whose work revolves around improving care for people with                
disabilities from childhood, in addition to improving the lives of their families and communities.

In the presence of His Beatitude Archbishop and Chairman of the Board, Bishop Hosam 
Naoum Members of the General Assembly and the Board of Directors of JPBC are 
briefed on the most important achievements and developments in the Centre

The Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem, Bishop Hosam Naoum – Chairman of the Board of               
Directors of the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre, met with the members of the General                    
Assembly. Where they discussed the most important achievements and developments in the               
organization, including the services and programs provided for the children with disabilities and their 
families, in addition to the current renovations in the different departments at the Basma Centre. They 
also toured around the Centre, interacted with the families, and saw the progress closely. 
Archbishop Hosam, expressed his satisfaction and pride in the services provided by JPBC,                 
especially for those with special challenges and abilities. He praised the efforts of the                            
administration and all the staff who work in the spirit of one team. He likened their continuous and 
remarkable improvement, development, and improvement to the beehive. Moreover, he                      
encouraged them to continue providing the best services for the glory of God and the service of all. 

From her side, the General Director of 
JPBC, Violette Mubarak, expressed 
her pride in the members of the      
General Assembly, and thanked the 
Chairman and the  members of the 
board of directors. Stressing the 
importance of the role played by the 
church under the supervision of       
Archbishop Hosam Naoum, since the 
church has a  fundamental role in   
supporting JPBC to sustain its services 
to children with disabilities, and their 
families in Palestine. 

Mr. Bashar Al- Barghouti, General 
Assembly member, and Vice        
Chairman, expressed his pride in the        
services provided by the JPBC to the 
most vulnerable groups. He also made 
it clear that there is a permanent        
development in the services provided 
by JPBC as well as in JPBC facilities.



AFEDJ Board of  Trustees
visits the Jerusalem
PrincessBasma Centre

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre received a 
senior delegation from the American Friends of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ), 
headed by both the current Executive Director 
Mr. John Lent, and the newly appointed Execu-
tive Director Ms. Eileen Spencer. 
During this visit, our General Director Mrs.       
Violette Mubarak, and our Medical Director, Dr. 
Waddah Malhees led the group on a tour 
throughout the Rehabilitation Centre and the 
inclusive school, highlighting the significant 
capital projects and vital programs that AFEDJ 
had supported this year. 
Our General Director honored JPBC’s long part-
nership with AFEDJ, “AFEDJ’s support and 
dedication to our mission and ministry, which 
under the leadership of John Lent had gone from 
strength to strength”. She also expressed her 
delight in welcoming Ms. Eileen Spencer, to her 
new role, who in turn shared her excitement in 
further developing our special partnership. Mrs. 
Mubarak confirmed that it was the aim and hope 
of JPBC to enjoy many more years of strong 
partnership with AFEDJ.

In response, the current Executive Director of 
the AFEDJ said that the AFEDJ Board of   
Trustees and staff were grateful for the warm 
welcome they had received at Basma Centre on 
Wednesday, October 12. He added; “We were 
able to see first-hand the remarkable, 
life-changing work of the Centre and the impact 
it has on the lives of the most vulnerable         
Palestinians – children and young people with  
physical and cognitive disabilities”. JPBC gives 
these children and their families in East            
Jerusalem and throughout Palestine the expert 
care and support that allow them to have         
productive and dignified lives. “AFEDJ is         
honored to be a partner with this place of          
healing and hope.”
It is worth mentioning that the partnership 
between the American Friends of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem, and the Jerusalem      
Princess Basma Centre was established in 1988.



The Jerusalem Princess Basma 
Centre was delighted to         
welcome back the Rt. Reverend 
Daniel Gutierrez,

Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, is a  
longstanding friend and supporter of the center. 
Leading a pilgrim group from his diocese, he 
commended our work with children with          
disabilities and their families, emphasizing the 
Christian call to show the love of God through 
service in all corners of our world. 

The Rev. Canon Matthew Dayton-Welch, Rector 
of St. Alban's Episcopal Church and Episcopal 
Diocese of Pennsylvania Canon for the Holy 
Land, compared the Jerusalem Princess Basma 
Centre to a modern day Pools of Bethesda, where 
miracles of healing and renewal of hope happen. 

The visit included a tour of all the facilities of the 
organization, starting from the Rehabilitation 
Centre through the Kindergarten to the Inclusive 
School. During the tour, the General Director of 
JPBC, Mrs. Violette Mubarak, emphasized our 
vision that seeks to provide equal access to  
Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Inclusive 
Education for Palestinian children with             
disabilities, in addition to enabling them to 
achieve their aspirations. 

Mrs. Mubarak also clarified the most important 
needs for the development of the Centre. She 
also emphasized that fulfilling these needs will 
enable us to support the continuation of our 
services to Palestinian children with                   
disabilities, whilst praising the continuous      
support provided by the Diocese of                 
Pennsylvania to the institution.

We are most grateful for the prayers, presence, 
and support of all our friends in the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania during these long months of the 
pandemic. Our thanks to them and all our friends 
across the world for the much needed                     
encouragement and practical help which             
sustained us through this time and into the next 
phase of our work.

In response, the current Executive Director of 
the AFEDJ said that the AFEDJ Board of   
Trustees and staff were grateful for the warm 
welcome they had received at Basma Centre on 
Wednesday, October 12. He added; “We were 
able to see first-hand the remarkable, 
life-changing work of the Centre and the impact 
it has on the lives of the most vulnerable         
Palestinians – children and young people with  
physical and cognitive disabilities”. JPBC gives 
these children and their families in East            
Jerusalem and throughout Palestine the expert 
care and support that allow them to have         
productive and dignified lives. “AFEDJ is         
honored to be a partner with this place of          
healing and hope.”
It is worth mentioning that the partnership 
between the American Friends of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem, and the Jerusalem      
Princess Basma Centre was established in 1988.



Diocese of Pennsylvania 
leader: Bishop Gutierrez and Canon Matthew Welch 5th 
September 2022

St George's College
14th September 2022

AFEDJ Board of trusties 
12th October 2022

St George's College
1st August 2022

Methodist Liaison Office 
13th October 2022

Washington Cathedral
leader: REV. John Peterson
8th August 2022



Embrace the Middle East 
24th October 2022

St.Marys Arlington Virginia Rev Andre and Cam-
eron Merrow 5th November 2022

Living Stones Leader Rev Lyle Schoen 16th 
November 2022

St George's College
30th November 2022

Tours and Visits to the
Basma Centre,
since July - December 2022



OUR AUDIOLOGY
UNIT IS READY

We are pleased to announce the completion of 
work of the Audiology Unit at the Child                 
Rehabilitation Centre, which will soon start     
providing services for Palestinian children with 
disabilities.

The Dorothea Haus Ross Foundation, through 
the AFEDJ, generously funded this unit.

It’s a great addition to our package of services 
to have Audiology services. Every week we 
meet children who need Audiology                      
assessments, and now we will be able to 
provide them. 
Having this service will of course enhance our 
Speech and Language therapies, since we are 
going to have a better understanding of the 
cases. 
On a personal level, this new unit will help us, 
as Speech and Language therapists, by             
enriching our experience.

Tamara Hjazeen Qumsieh

Speech and Language Therapist

Diocese of Pennsylvania 
leader: Bishop Gutierrez and Canon Matthew Welch 5th 
September 2022

Methodist Liaison Office 
13th October 2022



St.Marys Arlington Virginia Rev Andre and Cam-
eron Merrow 5th November 2022

Living Stones Leader Rev Lyle Schoen 16th 
November 2022

With a generous donation from ‘Agence 
Française de Développement’ (AFD) and through 
the NGO Development Center (NDC), our Centre 
is near the completion of the renovation project 
for the new  section on the -1 floor, which will 
include a computer lab, classrooms for children 
with autism, and a resource room. Here are some 
pictures from this project.



OUR INCLUSIVE SCHOOL

The Basma School organized an awareness 
day on the importance of early diagnosis of 
breast cancer

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Inclusive School                  
organized a special day to raise awareness of the                  
importance of early diagnosis of breast cancer. Through a 
lecture, mothers of students were taught about cancer and 
the mechanisms oif its early diagnosis, through the various 
types of examinations.

In addition to educating them about ways to deal with the 
results after understanding them with a specialized doctor.



International day of
persons with disabilities
and teachers day ctivities
 
On the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, in addition to celebrating Teacher’s Day, the Basma 
School organized special activities for the students and the teachers.  

Two students from the school graduates joined the activities; they affirmed their appreciation to the school 
that planted in them the values of giving and taught them determination and goal-reaching. They also men-
tioned the school’s support by providing equal opportunities of Inclusive Education and Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation for them until they reached their dreams, whilst expressing their thanks to their teachers and 
the school administration for all the support that they previously provided for them. 

On this occasion, the General Director of the Basma Centre, Mrs. Violette Mubarak, thanked the entire 
administrative and academic staff in the Inclusive School, appreciating their tireless efforts over the years 
with the aim of supporting students, especially those who are with disabilities. At the same time, she drew 
attention to the importance of this educational and humanitarian          message, which is in the interest of 
students and supports their integration into   society, and their access to equal opportunities to be active 
people. 

For her part, the school principal, Mrs. Shereen Saeed, expressed the importance of the services provided in 
the school, which are designed in a way that supports the development of students and their progress in prac-
tical life.



OUR INCLUSIVE
SCHOOL CONDUCTED
A VISIT TO AUGUSTA
VICTORIA HOSPITAL

The Basma Inclusive School conducted a visit to Augusta Victoria Hospital, in an initiative 
during which our school students presented gifts to a group of children residing in the      
hospital’s cancer and kidney departments. 
These gifts were bought, by collecting funds from the charitable bazaar that was organized 
on Cancer Awareness Day at our school. The visit included a number of activities such as 
face painting and playing with the children at the hospital, with the aim of bringing joy to 
their hearts and making them happy.



FINALLY,
We will continue to envision that all              
Palestinian children with disabilities have 
access to quality health services and inclusive  
education, can participate and influence, have 
hope and opportunities.

This vision is being enhanced through our  
different programs that you can learn more 
about by visiting our vvwebsite        
www.basma-centre.org.

Please feel free to contact us by email
info@basma-centre.org

or phone on +972-2-6283058. 




