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The year 2025 came with continued uncertainty and instability in 

Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza. Families faced the weight of 

ongoing conflict, deepening economic pressures, and the 

emotional strain of routine and limited access to essential services. 

For many parents, the simple hope of giving their children a safe, 

healthy, and nurturing environment became more challenging than 

ever. Yet in the midst of these realities, their determination 

remained unwavering.

Introduction
Throughout this difficult year, the Jerusalem Princess Basma 

Centre continued to be a constant source of stability, 

professionalism, and hope for these families and for their 

children with disabilities. From our main Centre in Jerusalem to 

our partner centers across the West Bank and our dedicated 

Satellite Unit in Gaza, JPBC worked tirelessly to sustain and 

expand its services, aiming to reach all children in need. All 

rehabilitation services and programs continued,  including our 

Mother and Family Empowerment Program and Outreach 

Program, adapting when needed, expanding when possible, and 

never pausing despite the surrounding crisis.



Violette Mubarak
General Director of the JPBC

This Winter Newsletter is a celebration of all the e�orts dedicated to 

bringing hope to children with disabilities and their families. Every 

story, every achievement, every smile re�ects our unwavering belief 

that every child deserves the chance to thrive, to learn, and to be fully 

seen. When families are empowered, communities grow stronger, 

and the prospects for our children expand without limits.

Amid uncertainty and harsh conditions, our commitment is 

unshakeable. The pages that follow, highlight the courage of our 

sta�, the resilience of families navigating life’s challenges with 

dignity and hope, and the generosity of our friends and supporters 

who walk alongside us. Together, we illuminate a path of growth, 

transformation, and possibility.

This publication invites you to witness the power of inclusive care, 

how hope, determination, and support can turn challenges into 

milestones and dreams into reality. As we continue this journey, we 

remain steadfast in our mission to uphold the rights of every child 

and create environments where they can �ourish.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our partners, supporters, and 

friends. Your trust and collaboration make this journey possible and 

sustains the vision of a society where inclusion is not just an 

aspiration, but a lived reality, a world where every child can grow, 

heal, and shine.

As another challenging year draws to a close, we look toward to 

2026 with hope, courage, and determination. Despite the 

obstacles, the past year has been �lled with moments of 

remarkable resilience, growth, and stories that remind us of the 

extraordinary strength of the children with disabilities we serve.

We Are Seen



Healing Amid Crisis: Gaza’s Journey of Care

In 2025, the Gaza Satellite Unit continued its mission under some of 

the harshest conditions imaginable. As war, displacement, and 

shortages reshaped daily life, the Unit remained one of the few 

stable sources of rehabilitation and guidance for children and their 

families. Every day required persistence, creativity, and a profound 

commitment to the belief that care must continue, even in crisis.

Throughout the year, the team focused on maintaining 

continuity of care. Therapy plans were adapted within the 

realities of displacement. The priority remained constant: 

protecting each child’s progress and supporting parents who 

were carrying heavy emotional and physical burdens.



These testimonies re�ect the core of the 

Gaza Unit: skilled professionals who 

continue to serve, even while living the 

same crisis as the families they support.

Perhaps the most de�ning moment of 

the year was the period when the team 

was separated during weeks of intense 

bombardment. Each therapist lived in 

fear, unsure whether their colleagues, 

or the families they served, were safe. 

Their eventual reunion became a 

powerful reminder of their shared 

purpose and vision.

Physiotherapist, Yousif added his 

own re�ection, capturing the 

strength he witnesses in the 

children every day:

“Despite fear and exhaustion, children 
still come to therapy with determination. 
Their determination gives us the 
strength to keep going, no matter how 
difficult the circumstances are.”

Alaa, our speech and language therapist in Gaza shared similar 

professional pride:

"My experience working at JPBC 
has been a turning point in my life, 
professionally and personally. It has 
allowed me to gain deep practical 
experience with children with 
disabilities and understand their 
needs. It also taught me patience 
and the true meaning of giving."

Amal, our physiotherapist in 

Gaza described this 

responsibility:

"I’ve been working at the Jerusalem 
Princess Basma Centre for a year 
as a physiotherapist for children 
with disabilities and war injuries. I 
care deeply about documenting 
meaningful moments at the Centre; 
they matter to me both 

professionally and personally. I see myself as someone who has tried to offer 
something good to many children, even helping them gain the ability to move 
independently and manage daily activities. The war and displacement have 
been extremely difficult, but I keep trying to be stronger than the 
circumstances so I can continue serving the children."



Amid the harsh realities of war that have cast a shadow over every 

aspect of life in Gaza, Dana’s family found hope in the Satellite Unit 

of the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre. From the moment Dana 

entered the unit, she began a comprehensive therapeutic journey 

that included physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and 

psychosocial support sessions.

Before arriving at the Centre, Dana had su�ered a a suprachondylar 

humerus fracture in her left arm. She underwent medical treatment 

that involved fracture reduction and internal �xation using two 

K-wires, followed by immobilization in a cast for about six weeks. 

After completing her orthopedic treatment, Dana was received by 

the medical team at the Centre, as she required ongoing medical 

follow-up and multidisciplinary rehabilitation.

At �rst, Dana was anxious and fearful of any medical interaction, 

�nding it di�cult to trust or cooperate with the healthcare team. 

However, through the Centre’s compassionate and professional 

approach, she gradually regained her con�dence and began to 

respond positively to therapy.

Her parents reported that the program helped them establish a 

structured therapy plan, with ongoing sessions that steadily 

improved Dana’s abilities. Despite the signi�cant challenges they 

faced due to the limited resources under the conditions of war, the 

medical team was able to adapt and provide the necessary support.

Among the most notable developments was the remarkable 

improvement in Dana’s physical and psychological abilities, which 

gave her and her family renewed hope.

The bene�ts extended beyond Dana herself to include the entire 

family. The program o�ered intensive training and guidance for her 

parents, enabling them to better support their daughter at home. 

The sessions also helped reduce Dana’s feelings of fear, sadness, 

and isolation, while equipping the family with practical tools to 

cope with the consequences of war.

Today, the family describes the experience as giving them “a new 

chance at life.” Dana has returned with more smiles and a stronger 

ability to interact, while the whole family has become more 

resilient and con�dent in their ability to overcome challenges.

The Story of Dana and Her Family
A Story from Gaza 
“A new chance at life”



In our Gaza rehabilitation unit, the team has now 

expanded to nine staff members, reflecting the 

growing needs and numbers of children 

receiving services in the unit, with a nutritionist 

being the newest member of staff there. Having 

now two social workers on the team also 

acknowledges the complex realities faced by 

children in Gaza, where the therapeutic progress 

depends not only on rehabilitation sessions, but 

also on emotional well-being. By integrating 

psychological support and nutritional guidance 

into the care plan, the unit is better equipped to 

strengthen the rehabilitation process and 

improve overall outcomes for the children and 

their families.

Latest Update



This year at the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre was shaped by 

increased demand, rapid adaptation, and a renewed commitment 

to ensuring that every child continues to receive the care they need 

despite regional challenges. With growing pressure on families 

across Jerusalem and the West Bank, the Centre saw a significant 

rise in referrals, requests for assessments, and follow-up sessions, 

resulting in higher enrollment in the Comprehensive Rehabilitation  

Services, increased children in the Child Development Service, and 

expanded support and enhanced experience through 

Telemedicine and Outreach Program. 

The Centre this year operated beyond its bed capacity, with a 

growing number of children referred from the J2 area where 

access to specialized rehabilitation remains limited, in addition 

to the usual areas right across  the West Bank. The close 

proximity to Jerusalem for these J2 families meant that some 

could be enrolled on our programs, accessing the same 

comprehensive services, but as outpatients.  Despite these 

pressures, JPBC continued to deliver high-quality, Family 

centered and Community Based Rehabilitation.

This year can best be described as one of growth under 
pressure, a year in which the Centre strengthened its services 

and programs while responding to a complex and changing 

reality. Therapists adjusted their interventions to address new 

developmental, emotional, and behavioral needs that emerged 

as children were affected by the stresses of their environments. 

Fathers, more engaged than ever, played an active role in 

implementing home therapy programs and in participating in 

parent training sessions.

JPBC in Jerusalem:
Child Rehabilitation Centre Services and Programs
Overview of the Centre’s Year



“Every day at the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre was an 
opportunity to learn. Over time, I developed deeper skills in working 
with children and strengthened my ability to communicate 
professionally with families and the team. On a personal level, this 
year has been one of growth, maturity, and greater calm in facing the 
challenges of the job.”

Shorouq Banoura, Speech and Language Therapist at JPBC

“This year, the Centre witnessed significant professional development through 
new specialized trainings for the therapists, which enhanced the quality of our 
services and strengthened our ability to address a wider range of diagnoses. 
The number of children benefiting from our programs also increased, 
supported by improved treatment pathways and more integrated 
assessments. In addition, our outreach visits expanded, and collaboration 
with partner centers in the West Bank grew stronger, allowing us to extend our 
reach to more communities. These developments contributed to greater trust 
among families and a noticeable rise in demand for the Centre’s services.”

Adel Said, an Occupational Therapist at JPBC



Supportive Programs: 
Mother and Family Empowerment Program

The Mother and Family Empowerment Program remains one of the 

cornerstone supportive services at the Centre. Built on the belief 

that parents are key partners in their child’s rehabilitation, the 

program provides structured training sessions, awareness raising, 

and psychosocial support to help caregivers understand their 

child’s needs and confidently apply therapeutic strategies at home.

The program demonstrates a significant impact on long-term 

progress. Mothers learn how to implement daily routines that 

support their child’s development, ensuring that therapeutic 

achievements continue outside the Centre. By strengthening 

parents’ knowledge and emotional resilience, the program helps 

sustain progress, improves consistency in home interventions, and 

enhances each child’s overall responsiveness to therapy.

Beyond the technical skills, many families shared that the 

program helped them navigate through their fears, 

uncertainties, and overcome the social stigma associated with 

raising a child with disabilities. With continuous support from 

social workers, therapists and psychologists, parents became 

more empowered, confident and engaged in their child’s 

rehabilitation journey.

“At first, I was nervous and very scared, but once we arrived, I 
realized how excellent the services are. The doctor reassured 
me and told me that Saleh would receive the best possible care, 
and from that moment, our new journey began. The staff pay 
attention to the smallest details, they guide us immediately if 
they notice any issue, and they give clear advice that helps us 
support our children. The program benefited me greatly, the 
training sessions taught me how to apply the therapy correctly at 
home, and the psychosocial support sessions helped me cope 
and deal with the 
pressure. I truly feel 
supported, both as a 
mother and as a partner 
in my child’s progress.”

Saleh’s Mother



Our social worker, Nuha emphasizes that psychosocial support 

is a foundational element in every child’s rehabilitation journey. 

She explains that a parent’s emotional well-being significantly 

influences the child’s progress, making it essential to support 

the entire family, not only the child. Nuha highlights that 

psychological support sessions, combined with awareness 

workshops, greatly improves the situation of the families 

enrolled in the program. These sessions help parents 

understand their children’s needs more deeply, strengthen 

communication within families, and create a sense of unity 

among parents who share similar challenges.

She also notes the remarkable progress achieved through 

intensified work with fathers, particularly in the Outreach 

Program, where more fathers were encouraged to actively 

participate in the therapeutic process. Whether at home or by 

attending sessions at the Centre in Jerusalem, their 

involvement had a 

noticeable positive impact. 

According to Nuha, the 

presence of both mother 

and father beside the child 

during therapy creates a 

powerful supportive 

environment and greatly 

enhances therapeutic 

outcomes.

Eileen and Seleen’s Family Journey

We met the mother of Eileen and Seleen from the Ramallah area 

during one of our Outreach visits to a partner center we 

supported in establishing a dedicated autism classroom. She 

attended the doctor appointment accompanied by her 

husband, who plays an active role in the therapeutic journey of 

their twin daughters, both diagnosed with autism. The mother 

expressed how meaningful and transformative it has been to 

have her husband by her side throughout the process. She 

shared that his continuous support, presence, and shared 

responsibility have made a big difference in the girls’ 

development, strengthening the family’s ability to apply 

strategies consistently and walk this journey with confidence 

and hope.



Outreach Program: Reaching the Unreached

Across Palestine, the issue of disability has been shaped by 

years of instability, limited resources, and gaps in essential 

services. Many children require long-term rehabilitation due to 

injuries, while others face preventable challenges linked to 

limited access to prenatal care, nutrition, early diagnosis, and 

specialized support. According to the WHO, up to 25% of recent 

injuries in Gaza now require rehabilitation, nearly half of them 

involving children.

In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, shortages in medical staff, 

diagnostic tools, and rehabilitation units continue to delay early 

intervention. Over the past six years, the COVID19- pandemic, 

economic pressures, and disruptions to education and 

healthcare have further increased the needs of children and 

families across all regions.

In this environment, the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre has 

expanded its reach, strengthened its programs, and invested in 

long-term, sustainable services, ensuring that children with 

disabilities continue to receive the support they deserve.

At the heart of our strategic expansion lies the JPBC 

Outreach Program, a model built on decades of clinical 

expertise. Through this program, we bring essential 

rehabilitation services closer to families, support partner 

centers by sharing knowledge and best practices, and 

strengthen community-based rehabilitation across the 

West Bank and East Jerusalem. Our multidisciplinary 

team works to increase awareness about the importance 

of early diagnosis, improve access to therapy, and ensure 

that children continue to make progress long after they 

leave our Centre. This approach allows us to expand 

impact not only by serving more children, but by 

enhancing the capacity of local centers, empowering 

professionals, and building a more resilient national 

rehabilitation network.



Autism: Growing Services, Growing Awareness, Growing Hope

and social stigma, particularly affecting girls, continues to delay 

early identification. In many regions, multidisciplinary 

assessments are limited, and public awareness of the 

importance of early intervention remains low.

Against this backdrop, the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre has 

continued to play a vital national role by expanding its 

multi-layered autism program, designed to improve diagnosis, 

rehabilitation, education, and awareness across the Palestinian 

territories.

Autism remains one of the most underserved and least-diagnosed 

disabilities in Palestine. There are no official national statistics on 

Autism Spectrum Disorder, though estimates suggest that there is now 

deep concern about the number of children suspected of having 

autism in the Palestinian community. The absence of reliable data is 

compounded by several challenges: only a small number of centers 

have the expertise or tools required for accurate diagnosis; the cost of 

diagnostic and therapeutic services is often prohibitive for families; 



Our Outreach Impact on Autism Services

Through the Outreach Program, JPBC has supported partner 

centers across the West Bank to strengthen their autism 

services and create sustainable structures for long-term 

support. In Ithna and Yatta, within the Hebron Governorate, 

JPBC’s guidance and support enabled the establishment of 

two dedicated autism classrooms in our partner centers, 

allowing children to receive specialized education for the first 

time in their community. Moreover, our multidisciplinary 

team trained local staff on ASD assessment and therapeutic 

approaches, equipping them to provide more effective 

support. JPBC has just supported further developments with 

these partners  in the south, and in addition, with our 

support, a new partner Star Mountain Center in Ramallah, has 

launched a new autism classroom with Jericho Municipal 

Center also preparing to launch its first autism classroom.

In a recent Outreach visit to Ithna Municipality Center to follow up 

on services for children with autism there,  the Center Director, Mr. 

Ayman Tmeizi, expressed deep appreciation for JPBC’s role in 

initiating and sustaining the Autism Classroom.

“The idea and support for the 

autism class came from the 

Princess Basma Centre in 

Jerusalem. They recognized our 

need for a dedicated space for 

children with autism who were 

previously included in the general 

special education class. The 

training and guidance provided 

by JPBC empowered our team to 

work more effectively with these 

children.”



Parents, too, have witnessed significant change. The mother of 

Khalil, a child enrolled in the autism class, spoke about her son’s 

progress:

“Before joining the class, Khalil was hyperactive and sometimes 
aggressive. Now he is calmer, more focused, and has started using 
simple words. He greets people, follows instructions, and even uses the 
bathroom independently. He loves coming to the center, even on 
holidays, he asks to go.”

“At first, I was hesitant to work with children with autism. But through the 
training provided by JPBC, I learned how to understand their needs and 
communicate with them effectively. The experience has changed how I 
see inclusion. Children with autism deserve their own space to grow and 
prepare for integration later on.”

The success of the autism class in Ithna reflects the impact of 

JPBC’s inclusive approach, which combines capacity building, 

family support, and professional mentorship. 

Looking ahead, JPBC has a vision to support more of its partner 

centers across the West Bank as part of a broader effort to build 

national capacity in the field of autism and ensure that children 

with autism, regardless of where they live, can access the 

specialized care they need.

He added that the project opened new opportunities for further 

staff development and that ongoing evaluations help the team 

continue improving the quality of care.

The visit also included an interview with Ms. Ghada Tmeizi, a 

teacher who joined the Autism Department after its 

establishment.



East Jerusalem’s Marginalized Suburbs (J2) 
Bridging the Gap

providet early diagnosis and 

referral pathways, empower 

both mothers and fathers 

through structured guidance, 

and train local staff to 

enhance their skills and 

capacity. This expansion 

reflects a model of growth rooted in accessibility, equity, and the 

commitment to bring specialized rehabilitation services to 

children who have long been excluded from essential care.

Fatima Malu Al-Ain

coordinator of rehabilitation in J2 area villages. 

“Princess Basma Centre is truly 
special for us and for the 
families. It offers parents easy 
access to services and helps 
reduce financial burdens. In 
addition to early detection, the 
Centre provides support not only 
for children but also for mothers 
through emotional relief and 
awareness sessions.” 

Children with disabilities living in the J2 suburbs face some of the 

most significant access barriers in the entire region. Families 

struggle with high treatment and transportation costs, difficulties 

obtaining permits, and mobility restrictions that make routine 

medical visits extremely challenging. Many villages lack nearby 

medical or rehabilitation centers, parental awareness about early 

intervention is limited, and local staff often work with minimal 

resources or training. According to a study made by UCS in 2021, J2 

children remain among the most underserved groups within East 

Jerusalem’s health system1 .

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre strengthened its expansion 

into these marginalized areas through a dedicated initiative, so far 

serving fifteen villages and now extending its reach to enable some 

children with complex disabilities access specialized treatment for 

the first time. Our team conduct multidisciplinary assessments, 

1 Imam, A., & Hamdan, M. (2021, January). Study of East Jerusalem Healthcare Sector. 



Fatima Malu Al-Ain

coordinator of rehabilitation in J2 area villages. 

Multidisciplinary visit to Qatanna – J2 area

The multidisciplinary team from the Jerusalem Princess Basma 

Centre conducted a field visit to Qatanna, one of the northwest 

Jerusalem villages in area J2. The visit included an awareness 

workshop focused on supporting families of children with 

disabilities,  our physiotherapist provided a training on risk 

factors and early indicators that may suggest a need to visit a 

doctor, and clarifying what is considered typical or atypical 

development.



Qasem, a five-year-old boy diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder and ADHD, began showing signs of difference as early as 

his first year. His mother noticed that he did not respond to his 

name but reacted instantly to music, which led her to seek 

answers despite early reassurances from doctors. After months of 

examinations, he was officially diagnosed with autism at 18 

months. The COVID19- pandemic then limited his opportunities 

for social interaction, creating what his mother described as 

“environmental deprivation” that affected his development.

At one of our partner centers Qasem and his family met Dr. 

Waddah, our Medical Director. This appointment brought Qasem 

to the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre, where he began a 

comprehensive rehabilitation journey. During his first admission, 

he made a small but meaningful breakthrough, turning his head 

when someone called his name. With continued occupational, 

speech, and sensory therapy, his second admission brought 

remarkable progress. Qasem started imitating others, interacting 

more with his surroundings, and expressing his artistic talent by 

drawing logos he saw in the streets.

Gradually, his communication improved; he began saying words, 

copying animal sounds, and repeating phrases. His mother describes 

how her emotional acceptance grew alongside his progress: she had 

initially been in denial and overwhelmed, but through the Mother and 

Family Empowerment Program she received psychological support 

that helped her gain confidence and embrace her son’s journey.

At home, the entire family adapted. His siblings learned how to help 

him, and his father became more engaged and supportive. After the 

third admission, Qasem began playing with his family and learning 

how to use toys purposefully. His mother proudly shares his latest 

milestone: after refusing hydrotherapy for months, he finally 

participated and engaged in his session.

Today, she encourages all mothers to seek early intervention and not 

delay therapy, emphasizing that “therapy makes a huge difference.” 

She chose to name their story “The Journey of Salvation,” believing 

that Qasem is finally learning to live, to communicate, to play, and to 

rely on himself, as if he has found his new beginning.

Qasem’s Journey from Isolation to Inclusion 



Despite the challenging circumstances of the year, the Centre 

continued to welcome partners and supporters whose presence 

strengthened our community ties. Throughout 2025, JPBC 

hosted 20 official visits, receiving more than 86 visitors 

including delegations, church groups, and representatives from 

partner organizations. 

Delegation from GIZ and 
Representative O�ce

24th Nov 2025

UK All Party Parliamentary group on 
Christianity in the Holy Land

7th October 2025

Methodists from Britain
20th October 2025

Italian Consul General and  the Italian 
Agency for Development and Cooperation 

13th October 2025 

Jessica Moore
2nd Dec 2025 Diocese of Toronto

2nd Dec 2025

AFEDJ
3rd November 2025

Sovereign Military Order of the Temple 
of Jerusalem (SMOTJ)

22nd October 2025

Bishop Greg and pilgrim friends
5th November 2025

Episcopal Bishops
7th January 2025

UK and USA Methodists, World Methodist 
Council, URC and Church of Scotland

25th February 2025

EAPPI group
19th March 2025

Manos UNidas
17th Nov 2025

Representatives from Global Ministries’ and Director 
of the World Council of Methodist Church

17th Nov 2025

Momentum Country and Global Leadership
19th Nov 2025

Embrace the Middle East
6th may 2025

United Methodists USA
20th May 2025

Anglican Alliance
8th Sept 2025

Visitors from the  Anglican Alliance and 
D of Southwark UK

27th May 2025

Live Beyond
4th Sept 2025

Important Visits and Relationships



During the visit, the Centre presented an overview of its key 

programs and achievements in both the health and education 

sectors, through its Rehabilitation Centre for children with 

disabilities and its Inclusive School, which serves as a pioneering 

model of inclusive education in Palestine.

As General Director of the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre, Ms. 

Violette Mubarak, welcomed the visiting delegation, expressing 

her appreciation for their continued support of the Centre and 

its vital services for children with disabilities and their families.

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre received a delegation from the 

American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which 

included the organization’s Executive Director, Ms. Eileen Spencer.

The visit included a tour of the Child Rehabilitation Centre and the 

Inclusive School, during which the delegation was briefed on the 

latest developments in the services and programs. A virtual meeting 

was also held with the therapeutic team of the Princess Basma 

Satellite Unit in Gaza. In addition, the delegation visited the newly 

established autism classroom at the Star Mountain Center, in 

Ramallah, which was recently opened within the partnership project 

“Enhancing rehabilitation services for children with disabilities in 

the West Bank and Gaza”. 

Jerusalem October 13th 2025 Jerusalem – November 3–4, 2025

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre welcomed a 
delegation from the Italian Agency for Development 
and Cooperation, accompanied by the Italian Consul 
General in Jerusalem, Mr. Domenico Bellato

Supportive Visit from the American Friends of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem to the Princess Basma 
Centre in Jerusalem



The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre welcomed UNDP Special 
Representative of the Administrator, Jaco Cilliers, for the signing of a 
new MoU to install solar energy systems at JPBC. The project is funded 
by UNDP/PAPP with support from the Islamic Development Bank, the 
Government of Norway, the European Union, and OFID. The ceremony, 
held at the Mount of Olives, brought together representatives from 
JPBC, Saint George’s School, and UNDP.
Mr. Cilliers emphasized the importance of investing in renewable energy 
to support institutions serving vulnerable communities, highlighting 
the commitment to resilience and sustainability in East Jerusalem. JPBC 
General Director, Mrs. Violette Mubarak, and Saint George’s School 
Principal, Mr. Richard Zananiri, welcomed the delegation on behalf of 
Archbishop Hosam Naoum. Mrs. Mubarak expressed gratitude for the 
long-standing partnership with UNDP and donors, while Mr. Zananiri 
emphasized the value of sustainable projects for school operations. 

Jerusalem, 28 August 2025   

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre and Saint 
George’s School Sign MoU with UNDP for the 
Installation of Solar Energy Systems, Funded by the 
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre has signed a cooperation 

agreement with the Arab Bank to support rehabilitation services 

for Palestinian children with disabilities. The agreement was 

signed by Archbishop Hosam Naoum, Chair of the Centre’s Board 

of Directors, and Dr. Jamal Hourani, Country Manager for 

Palestine at the Arab Bank.

This partnership reflects the shared commitment of both 

institutions to serve marginalized groups and strengthen 

community support systems. The collaboration highlights the 

private sector’s important role in advancing social responsibility 

and supporting essential services for children and families.

Jerusalem – 20 August 2025

Signing of Cooperation Agreement Between JPBC and 
the Arab Bank



The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre celebrated 

the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

with joint artistic and recreational activities for 

mothers and children, highlighting the 

therapeutic value of group engagement in 

strengthening communication, interaction, and 

developmental skills. A participating mother 

emphasized the benefits of these activities for 

concentration, bonding, and functional progress.

The Centre reaffirmed that dignity, rights, and 

equality are essential for all children, especially in 

Palestine, where disability remains 

under-researched and under-resourced, and 

where conflict contributes significantly to 

disability rates. Recent data shows that 15.8% of 

children in Gaza have a disability and over 69% 

are out of school.

Through such initiatives, the Centre continues its 

commitment to inclusive services, community 

awareness, and addressing barriers that limit 

access to essential care guided by its belief that 

every child deserves dignity, growth, and full 

inclusion.  

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre celebrates the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 



From the Christmas celebrations at the Jerusalem branch 

to decorating the holiday tree at the rehabilitation clinic in 

Gaza, these simple moments carried warmth, belonging, 

and determination to continue

Despite distance and very different circumstances, the 

spirit of Christmas united the Jerusalem Princess Basma 

Centre teams in Jerusalem and Gaza around one shared 

meaning: hope.

Christmas 2025



The Jerusalem Princess Basma Inclusive School is committed to 

providing an inclusive educational environment where every child, 

regardless of ability, background, or learning needs, has the right to 

learn, participate, and thrive. Guided by the values of equity, 

belonging, and individualized support, the school integrates 

students with disabilities into mainstream classrooms while 

ensuring that each student receives the tools, encouragement, and 

specialized support they need to succeed. Through a holistic 

approach that combines academic learning, therapeutic services, 

and social-emotional growth, our School strives to create a 

community where diversity is celebrated and all children 

experience a meaningful sense of belonging.

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Inclusive School opened a new Science 

Stream for the secondary stage, marking an important step in 

expanding its educational services. This new stream enables the 

school to serve a larger number of students and respond more 

effectively to their diverse learning needs within a fully inclusive and 

supportive environment.

By introducing this additional pathway, the school strengthens its 

commitment to offering individualized, flexible, and comprehensive 

education that empowers every student to learn according to their 

abilities and aspirations. 

Inclusive Education at Princess Basma School
Equal opportunities, Inclusive school

Princess Basma School Opens New Practical Stream for 
Secondary Students



This year, Princess Basma Inclusive School hosted several 

significant training sessions aimed at strengthening the skills 

of school teachers and assistant teachers. Through these 

professional development efforts, our School continues to 

build a strong foundation for inclusive, student-centered 

education, empowering educators with the skills and 

knowledge needed to create classrooms where every child 

feels seen, supported, and capable of success.

Princess Basma Inclusive School celebrated Heritage Day and the 

Olive Harvest with activities that connected students to their 

cultural roots and the traditions. The day included hands-on olive 

picking in the schoolyard. Teachers and students came together 

to explore traditional clothing, music, and foods. Through these 

celebrations, the school reinforces the importance of heritage, 

community, and belonging values that continue to shape the 

educational experience.

Teacher Professional Development and Capacity 
Building Celebrating Heritage and the Olive Harvest 



Part of the School’s Recreational Activities 



Christmas 2025



Looking Ahead

As we look toward the next phase, the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre 

remains committed to expanding its reach and strengthening the 

quality of services provided to children and their families across 

Palestine. Beginning at the Child Rehabilitation Centre, a new resident 

physician specializing in pediatrics will be recruited to further enhance 

medical care. In the coming period, we also aim to extend the Mother 

and Family Empowerment Program to new communities in the West 

Bank and J2 areas, reaching a greater number of fathers and extended 

family members and actively engaging them in supporting their 

children’s rehabilitation journeys.

We will also focus on mapping needs in the Ramallah and Jenin areas, 

with the aim of assessing service gaps and developing new 

rehabilitation support pathways through the Outreach Program. This 

approach will help ensure that children in underserved communities 

gain access to specialized, high-quality care closer to their homes.

In addition, the Centre will begin renovating the main meeting room to 

create a more functional and welcoming space that supports staff 

training, family sessions, and multidisciplinary team meetings. This 

development reflects our commitment to fostering an environment 

that encourages learning, communication, and innovation.

As the year draws to a close, we look ahead with determination and 

optimism. Guided by our mission and strengthened by our 

partnerships, we remain dedicated to supporting children as they learn, 

heal, and grow, with a clear goal of building a more inclusive and 

empowering future for all Palestinian children with disabilities.
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